Introduction
Haemolysis causes negative interference in manual methods for the assay ofbilirubin that are based upon the formation of an azobilirubin chromophore 1, 2]. Unless stated otherwise in the technical manuals for automated instruments, one might be tempted to assume that haemolysis causes negative interference in automated bilirubin methods that have the same chemical basis as the manual methods. This is not necessarily the case, however, with positive interference being reported for some such automated bilirubin assays [3] . In [5] , in which 0"2 ml of sample was mixed with 2"5 ml of reagent. The standard curve was obtained using Hemoglobinometer Calibrator/Controls (Coulter Diagnostics, Hialeah, Florida, USA) corresponding to haemoglobin concentrations of 0"019, 0"034, and 0"065 mmol/1. The absorbance at 540 nm was determined with a Gilford Response Spectrophotometer (Gilford Instrument Laboratories Inc., Oberlin, Ohio, USA).
Since the amount of oxygenated haemoglobin in a haemolysate decreases during storage, it was important to ensure that the majority of the total haemoglobin was oxygenated and that all the pools had approximately the same content of oxygenated haemoglobin. The latter was determined by a spectrophotometric scanning method [6, 7] can provide a more accurate representation of interference than the former format ( figure 6[a] ). 
